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By William J. Kemble 
news@freemanonline.com

NEW PALTZ, N.Y. >> Village of-
ficials have followed up an 
award of $808,875 to re-
place sewer lines with a 
grant application for an-
other $948,000 in U.S. De-
partment of Housing and 
Urban Development money 
to continue the project.

The work is intended to 
resolve longstanding viola-
tions cited by the state De-
partment of Environmen-

tal Conservation for storm-
water infiltration of the 
treatment plant, consul-
tant Mark Blauer during 
a video conference public 
hearing last week.

“The project is a contin-
uation of our long-term ef-
fort to address the consent 
order,” he said.

“The consent order dates 
to 2003,” Blauer said. “It 
was filed by DEC at the re-
quest of Riverkeeper. ... The 
project approved in May is a 
continuation of that process 

of replacing older sewer 
mains and/or realigning 
sewer mains or replacing 
manholes.”

Blauer said that when the 
120-year-old system is over-
whelmed with stormwater, 
it can “lead to manholes 
spewing untreated sewage 
on the streets of the village.”

Problems with the sys-
tem reached a boiling point 
20 years ago when property 
owners began submitting 
videos of damage as well 
as spouts of sewage that a 

then-Mohonk Road resident 
said was a “fountain with 
toilet paper and feminine 
products. It’s very foul. ... 
It’s not a good thing.”

The streets that would 
be covered under the new 
grant application would 
be Henry W. DuBois Drive, 
Orchard Lane, Huguenot 
Street, Colonial Drive and 
Tricor Avenue.

“Those increments of 
old sewer mains ... would 
make another increment of 
improvement for our sys-

tem to continue the long 
term effort of dealing with 
infiltration and inflow of 
old sewer mains that date 
back to 1890-1900 period,” 
Blauer said.

Information was not im-
mediately available on the 
length of sewer lines that 
have already been repaired, 
but Blauer said it has not 
been enough to ease con-
cerns from state officials.

“We’ve made great 
strides in addressing this 
but there is no endgame 

in sight right now with the 
DEC to raise the consent or-
der until they’re sufficiently 
satisfied that we’ve made 
enough progress,” he said.

Mayor Tim Rogers said 
the work would also help 
the village deal with the 
growing demand for con-
nections to the wastewater 
treatment system.

“This is, far and away, the 
best thing we can be doing 
to protect and expand ca-
pacity at our sewer plant,” 
he said.
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KINGSTON, N.Y. >> Comple-
tion of vote counts of absen-
tee ballots this week added 
to the leads of Democrats 
in Ulster County towns 
that were on primary bal-
lots earlier in June. 

Final vote counts an-
nounced by the Ulster 
County Board of Elections 
included:

Woodstock
First-time candidate 

Maria-Elena Conte and 
Onteora school board 
Trustee Bennet Ratcliff 
received 518 and 545 votes 
respectively to gain slots 
on the Democratic ballot 
lines for four-year Town 
Board seats.

Out of the running was 
Howard Harris with 165 
votes.

Saugerties 
Democrats on Tuesday 

decisively selected Kay-
leigh Zaloga and Kevin 
Freeman to be on the No-
vember ballot for Town 
Board seats carrying four-

year terms.
Zaloga received 529 

votes and Freeman re-
ceived 491 votes.

Out of the running were 
Nina Schmidbaur with 293 
votes, Lauren Ruberg with 
257 votes, Timothy Scott 
with 206 votes, and Diedre 
Miller with 123 votes.

Rochester
Supervisor Mike Baden 

was a 581-101 primary win-
ner over Councilwoman 
Bea Haugen-Depuy for the 
Democratic slot in a bid for 
reelection.

Winning party ballot 
slots for Town Board seats 
carrying four-year terms 
were Charlotte Knapp 
with 566 votes and Mi-
chael Coleman with 528 
votes. Out of the running 
with 167 votes was Robert 
Kilpert.

Marbletown 
Jacob Sherman has se-

cured the Democratic bal-
lot slot with a 489-307 win 
in a challenge to incum-
bent Richard Parete for 
supervisor.

ELECTION

Town Democrats 
secure ballot lines
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POOL TIME IN UPTOWN

TANIA BARRICKLO — DAILY FREEMAN

Lifeguards and swim teachers Josh Timbrouck, left, and Jacob Chenier 
instruct a few kids in beginning swimming at the Andretta Pool in 

Kingston, N.Y., which opened to the public for the season Wednesday morning, June 30. The pool is open Wednes-
days to Fridays for lap swim from 9 to 10 a.m. and open swim from 12:30 to 6:45 p.m.; and Saturdays and Sundays 
for lap swim from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and open swim from 12 to 6:45 p.m.

Online: A gallery of images can be 
seen at DAILYFREEMAN.COM.
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RHINEBECK, N.Y. >> Town 
Board members have agreed 
to contribute $5,504 toward 
the Dutchess County Cli-
mate Action Planning In-
stitute effort to inventory 
sources of government-re-
lated greenhouse gases and 
develop action plans to re-
duce those emissions.

The participation was 
approved in a 3-0 vote dur-
ing a meeting Monday, 
with Councilman Josh Pul-
ver absent and Councilman 
Chauncy Walker abstaining.

The program includes a 
commitment by the town 
to provide $5,504 as part 
of in-kind funds need to-
ward matching the over-

all $99,548 received by the 
county from the 2019 state 
Climate Smart Communi-
ties program.

Other community contri-
butions will come from the 
village of Rhinebeck, with 
a $6,293 commitment; vil-
lage of Wappingers Falls 
at $6,293; Union Vale at 
$4,773; town of Pough-
keepsie at $9,094; Pleas-
ant Valley at $4,636; Ame-
nia at $4,896; city of Pough-
keepsie at $8,051; Beacon 
at $8,088; and Dutchess 
County at $11,332.

Af ter the meeting, 
Walker said he was opposed 
to the contract because it 
favored the county in con-
trolling the project and did 
not provide the town with 
enough say over its partic-

ipation.
“I’m in favor of doing it 

but I’m not happy with that 
agreement,” he said. “I’m 
very unhappy with it.”

Walker added that the 
contract includes a re-
quirement that two town 
employees and two Rhine-
beck Climate Smart Com-
munities Task Force mem-
bers be made available for 
the project.

“Somebody has come 
up with an estimate that 
we would be contributing 
$10,782 worth of profes-
sional service from the town 
staff and the volunteer time 
contributed to the project,” 
he said. “I raised the ques-
tion when this first came up 
several months ago, who’s 
going to do all this work?”

Dutchess County offi-
cials in 2019 noted that ef-
forts leading to its Bronze 
Certification under the Cli-
mate Smart Communities 
program included:

• Installing four electric-
vehicle charging stations 
with plans for adding more;

•  Adopting a Complete 
Streets Policy that supports 
accessibility for alternative 
transportation methods 
such as walking and biking 
on county roadways;

•  Developing a bicycle/
pedestrian plan with pro-
posed improvements to fa-
cilitate these uses; and

• Entering into a power 
purchase agreement with 
Tesla Energy Operations to 
install a photovoltaic array 
system on county property.

RHINEBECK

Town to participate in climate action plan
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Here are the latest local 
COVID-19 statistics.

Active cases
• Ulster County: 19 re-

ported Wednesday down 
one from the previous day.

•  Dutchess County: 
56 reported Wednesday, 
down one from the previ-
ous day.

Latest positivity 
rates

• Ulster County: 0%.
•  Dutchess County: 

0.28%

Pandemic history
• Ulster County: 15,229 

confirmed cases, 14,945 re-
coveries, 246 deaths. (One 
new death was reported 
Wednesday)

•  Dutchess County: 
29,508 confirmed cases, 
446 deaths. (No new 
deaths were reported 
Wednesday.)

Vaccination rates
•  Ulster County: 57.85 

fully vaccinated, 63.1% 
with at least one dose of a 
two-dose regimen, 72.9% 
of 18+ population with at 
least one dose. 

•  Dutchess County: 
52.4% fully vaccinated, 
57.8% with at least one 
dose of a two-dose regi-
men, 67.5% of 18+ popula-
tion with at least one dose. 

• Appointments: vacci-
nateulster.com, bit.ly/dut-
vax, bit.ly/ny-vaxme. 

For online local 
coverage related to the 
coronavirus, go to bit.ly/
COVID19DF.

CORONAVIRUS: MID-HUDSON

Ulster reports 
one more death

By Paul Kirby
pkirby@freemanonline.com

STONE RIDGE, N.Y. >> A long-
time prolific donor to SUNY 
Ulster has given $1 million 
to a college scholarship pro-
gram.

Darlene L. Pfeiffer has 
made the donation to the 
SUNY Ulster President’s 
Challenge Scholarship. It is 
among $2.8 million that Pfei-
ffer has donated to the col-
lege in support of students.

“Giving is living. The more 
we give, the more we live, 
and we live eternally.” Pfei-
ffer said in a prepared state-
ment.

Pfeiffer recently attended 
a dinner party at Diamond 
Mills Tavern in Saugerties, 
N.Y. to be acknowledged for 
her lifetime giving, the re-

lease said.
The President’s Chal-

lenge Scholarship is a pro-
gram founded in 2016 that 
assists first-generation col-
lege-bound high school stu-
dents with overcoming the 

financial barriers associated 
with attending college.

Students, identified in 
eighth grade by sponsoring 
school districts, receive guid-
ance counseling and men-
toring through the comple-
tion of high school and are 
awarded a two-year tuition-
free college education at 
SUNY Ulster.

There are currently 50 col-
lege-bound students awarded 
annually from all nine Ulster 
County school districts.

“I am beyond grateful to 
Darlene for her continued 
stewardship to SUNY Ul-
ster and for her generosity to 
support our students and the 
President’s Challenge Schol-
arship,” said Alan P. Roberts, 
SUNY Ulster president, in 
the release.

“It is a great honor to chair 

the Ulster Community Col-
lege Foundation, and I’d like 
to thank Darlene for her in-
credible gift to the PCS Pro-
gram,” said  Ulster County 
Community College Founda-
tion Chairman Laurel Swee-
ney.

Pfieffer’s prior support 
to SUNY Ulster across a 
multitude of initiatives in-
cludes The Darlene L. Pfei-
ffer Scholarship, The Dar-
lene L. Pfeiffer Center for 
Entrepreneurial Studies, 
The SUNY Ulster OWN 
It! Entrepreneurial Wom-
en’s Conference, the Pfei-
ffer Technology and Inno-
vation Lab, which opened 
in September 2017, and the 
New Start for Women Pro-
gram Powered by Darlene 
L. Pfeiffer, which welcomes 
its third cohort in Fall 2021.

STONE RIDGE

Donor gives $1M to SUNY Ulster scholarship program

PROVIDED

SUNY Ulster Institutional 
Advancement and External 
Relations Executive Director 
Lorraine Salmon, left, and 
longtime donor Darlene L. 
Pfeiffer sit by a cake that 
reads “Thanks a Million” on 
June 24.
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TOWN OF ULSTER, N.Y. >> 
The Woodstock Film Fes-
tival will hold two drive-
in screenings in July.

On July 8, the film 
“Swan Song” will be shown 
at the Greenville Drive-In 
Outdoor Cinema on state 
Route 32. Doors open at 
7:30 p.m. and the screen-
ing begins at 9 p.m. Tick-
ets are $15 per person and 
can be purchased online at 
https://bit.ly/2UhLmd6 or 
at the door. 

Food and drinks will 
be available for purchase 
from the venue and Pip-

py’s Food Truck. 
On July 16, the film “Lily 

Topples the World” will be 
shown at Tech City on En-
terprise Drive in the town 
of Ulster. Doors open at 
7:30 p.m. and the film be-
gins at 9 p.m. 

Tickets are $15 per 
person and can be pur-
chased online at https://
bit.ly/362YNR0 or at the 
door. Food and drink will 
be available for purchase 
from Kingston Bread + 
Bar. 

Visit woodstockfilm 
festival.org  for more 
information.
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Film festival holds drive-in screenings
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